
Mario Van Peebles’ Letter to the Young 

Brothers 

The truth is… a few pro ball players make good money while they are young, but the 
man who owns the team makes better money for a lifetime. 

The truth is… many of us dream of playing pro ball but rarely think of owning the team. 
Many of us want to rap but we don’t know how to run the record label. Some of us end 
up being hustlers without ever realizing that’s exactly what the prison system counts on. 

If you’re not ready to hear the truth, then BRING YOUR “A” GAME is not for you. As 
Ice Cube says, “You gotta pimp the system, you can’t let the system pimp you.” 

The truth is… P. Diddy cleaned toilets at a Mexican restaurant and parked cars long 
before he became CEO of his own corporation. Spike Lee didn’t get to direct, or Kevin 
Liles lead Def Jam records, or Chris Rock produce by accident or luck. 

How did they do it? How did these brothers bring their “A” Game?


